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the Faculties you have, contribute to his Pleasure
all you can, and comply with his Desires through-
out.33 Nell Gwyn was probably the only woman
who did so consistently, from pure affection and
natural simplicity of character and for no ulterior
purpose. " She never meddled in matters of
serious moment, or was the tool of working poli-
ticians, never broke into those amorous infidelities
which others are accused of, but was visibly
distinguished by her particular personal inclina-
tion to the King.'' Certainly she neither prompted
in her lover nor encouraged the gross insensibility
which sometimes showed itself in his treatment o;
the Queen, when he was in the company of the
Duchess of Cleveland and her imperious successor
the Duchess of Portsmouth.

As for the Court in general, it took its lead fron
the King and soon outdistanced him. In tha
lively, and happily restricted, society which fre
quented the back-stairs of the Palace, where th
egregious Mr. Chiffinch regulated the goings on
and comings in of the favourites, a spirit of care
less revelry prevailed. The pleasures they pursue
were not very delicate, were often, indeed, th
reverse ; after Clarendon's fall, " the court," \v
are told, ec fell into much extravagance ; bot
King and Queen, and all the Court, went aboi
masked, and came into houses unknown, an